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Bere Ferrers Parish Council
At a meeting of the Finance & General Purposes committee, held in the Council Chamber Bere        Alston on Tuesday 24th January 2017.
     Present



Cllr. P. Dennis               Chairman 



Cllr. R. Leithall
      Chairman of Council
       
                                Cllr. B. Lamb


         
Cllr. R. Maycock
     


In Attendance. Cllr. H. Boot-Handford and Cllr. Hanson.
954. Apologies.
       Apologies were received from Cllr. Benson due to a prior engagement and Cllr. Piper due to  
       business.
955. Items of interest at the discretion of the Chairman. No decisions can be made on these 
      Items.
1) Cllr. Hanson – A neighbour of Cllr. Hanson’s asked her advice about a herd of beef cattle that 
escaped from their field and ended up in the neighbour’s garden causing damage. She contacted Edgcumbe Estates, also the farmer with no joy whatsoever. What can she do to get compensation? Cllr. Hanson was advised to tell her neighbour to report it to the police.
2) Cllr. Lamb – was at the Recreation Park The Down when a child tripped on the 4” high wooden 
edging. Cllr. Lamb feels this is a trip hazard and should be looked into. The Clerk informed Cllr. Lamb that Open Spaces are arranging to fill the area in with bark. He still feels this is going to be a trip hazard and should be dealt with.
3) Cllr. Dennis – reported on the excellent Panto put on by the Peninsula Players over the
     weekend.
956. Minutes of the meeting held on 6th December and taken as read, to deal with matters 
        arising. 
   Matters Arising.
   Minute 917 – WDBC have recently had a presentation by Plymouth City. Cllr. Benson now has a 
                         possible contact with regards the road works which is planned for the next 15  
                         months. 
957. Accounts for payment.
The Clerk circulated the account sheet to members of the committee by email.
The Clerk received an email from Cllr. Sheldon WDBC about the payment of an account for TAP funding; It seems that there is no support to adhere to the particulars of this grant.
This is disappointing and whilst F. & G.P. may wish to join Southern Parish Link and in particular the Chair in using monies not thus granted then that is their decision.
Cllr. Lamb explained that he was one of the instigators in setting the training fund up with TAP monies and felt it was for all to use. Also Cllr. Philip Saunders was at the Southern links meeting and agreed to this being paid.
Cllr. Maycock proposed payments of the accounts, seconded by Cllr. Leithall. 
958. Financial Statements.
The Clerk emailed the finance statements to the committee members.
F. & G.P. and Toilet accounts
Cllr. Boot-Handford asked for clarification on the monies for the Road Warden Scheme and the vat to be reclaimed.
Cllr. Lamb proposed acceptance of the finance sheets for the F. & G.P. and the Toilets, seconded by Cllr. Maycock.
January Finance Sheet
The Clerk explained that the reserve figure has now been increased by £2,000 and the Election expenses have been increased to £3,500 to cover the cost charged by W.D.B.C. if an election was called.
Cllr. Maycock proposed acceptance of the finance sheet, seconded by Cllr. Lamb
959. To set the Precept for 2017/18
The Clerk explained about the Council Tax Support Grant. Although the amount required by Council for Precept is £63,532, this is made up of a precept requirement of £59,136 and a Council Tax Support Grant of £4,396.
Cllr. Lamb proposed that we accept the precept as above, seconded by Cllr. Maycock.
960. Office Stationary (Logo) and revamped letter head
Discussions took place and because committee had no definite sample to view it was decided to
defer to next month.
961. Report on Night Landing finances.
Cllr. Lamb confirmed that the fund had the sum of £8,208 and the order has been placed with MAT Electrics. Cllr. Lamb stated that he was awaiting a phone call to tell him when the contractors will be on site. When this is confirmed we need to close entry to the main gate and ask people to use the kissing gate, there will be notices needed to this effect.
Discussions took place and Cllr. Lamb stated that the £1,000 from Devon County Locality fund needs to be claimed by March; it will need a signed invoice.
Cllr. Leithall felt there is a need to decide on what basis the work is complete, what mechanism will decide the work is done to a satisfactory standard.
Discussions took place.
It was agreed that Cllr. Lamb and our workman agree the works are complete.
Cllr. Lamb then went on to explain that the entrance to the Recreation Field is getting in a poor state. The Clerk informed Cllr. Lamb that this is already being dealt with by Open Spaces. Cllr. Leithall felt that as far as he was concerned the work to the entrance will be undertaken after all the work scheduled for the Recreation Field is done.  
 962. Discussion on Public Toilets to be taken in Part 2.
Cllr. Leithall proposed this committee go into part 2 by invoking Standing Order (3p), seconded by Cllr. Dennis.
Discussions took place.
Cllr. Maycock proposed this committee come out of part 2 by revoking Standing Order (3p), seconded by Cllr. Lamb.
964. Discussions on Parish Hall Car Parking Policy
This item was brought up because of the HGV cab being parked in the Parish Hall car park at weekends.
Discussions took place.
Cllr. Dennis stated that as there is limited car parking spaces should we be encouraging large vehicles to park there.
It was agreed the first step should be a notice on the windscreen of the HGV explaining that parking is at a premium, especially at weekends, also where he is parking over the drain covers it is causing damage.
965. Defibrillator monthly report and quarterly report from Mrs. King plus suggestion of a 
        leaflet drop.
The Clerk stated that she has the monthly reports but has not had the last quarter’s report from Mrs. King.
With regards an information leaflet drop it was thought that the Neighbourhood Plans were going to do a house to house leaflet drop and we could put the information leaflet in with this, but Cllr. Maycock was quite sure this was not happening.
Cllr. Hanson felt there was a need to inform parishioners about the defibrillator and its use.
Discussions took place.
Cllr. Lamb felt there were many avenues that could be used to circulate this information, such as all the organisations, school with leaflets to all children to take home, also more training sessions.
Cllr. Hanson to design a leaflet. 
966. Briefing by Cllr. Maycock on behalf of Cllr. Benson on Neighbourhood Plan Progress.
Cllr. Maycock – the group are now meeting fortnightly, the launching date is Wednesday February 1st in the Parish Hall from 6pm – 8pm, and it will be opened by the Chairman of Council, followed by information on the plan by Cllr. Benson and how to submit your comments. There will be other organisations present in the hall. The group will also be attending other events.
Cllr. Maycock explained that there are 50 glossy copies of the Plan and the appendices which will be going out into the community. Cllr. Page-Bailey is printing a batch of general use copies. The Plan will also be on various websites.
The Clerk stated that there will be copies in the Council Office which can be signed out for a period of time and then returned.
Cllr. Maycock explained that this is not the final Plan. There will be forms available for people’s comments and also an online comment form. These then have to be collated and any changes made to the plan from these comments, then a final plan drawn up to go to referendum.
We are doing as much advertising as possible. We hope as many councillors as possible will attend the Launch.
967. To review Standing Orders.
It was agreed that Cllr. Boot-Handford and Cllr. Lamb review the Standing Orders and report back to February’s meeting.
968. To review Wayleaves.
Cllr. Leithall asked what is the reason for a review, are we looking to increase the wayleave or cancel it.
Cllr. Boot-Handford explained that reviewing the wayleaves keeps them active.
Cllr. Dennis to carry out the review.
969. Property Inspection.
Cllr. Dennis apologised as he has not been able to complete the inspection this month.
970. Wages Review.
The Clerk reminded committee that last year NALC set the percentage rate for the wages at 1% for the next two years.
Cllr. Lamb proposed a wage rise of 1% from the 1st April 2017, seconded by Cllr.Maycock. 
971. Correspondence.
1. W.D.B.C. - Council fights to retain a garden waste service for residents
In July last year Councillors at West Devon Borough Council rejected a proposal to charge for collecting garden waste.  
Councillors are now looking at their 2017/18 budget and are revisiting the debate. They will have to choose between introducing a charge or stopping the collection of garden waste.
75% of the authorities in Devon who collect garden waste already charge for this service.
The Leader of West Devon Borough Council, Cllr Philip Sanders explains: “Although this is a discretionary service, we introduced it across the Borough some years ago and it has proved to be a well received and popular service. 
“At the time we were able to supply this service free of charge to all residents despite the significant cost to the Council. However, the changing national financial position means that we are no longer able to do so without having to make a cut somewhere in our services.  
“We are very reluctant to cut this service due to its popularity and feel that the only way we can continue is by recovering our cost and regrettably this means making a modest charge to those who wish to use the service. It will not be a compulsory charge levied on every household, but an opt in service for those who wish to use it.”
2. Sinclair Dalby – Proposed Base Station Installation at Ferry Farm Opposite Lower Kelly, Calstock, Cornwall.
Please find below the details of the proposed site and the alternative site options considered and discounted in our site selection process: - 
Our technical network requirement is as follows: 
· CTIL241492_VF95550_TEF_TBC FERRY FARM, OPPOSITE LOWER KELLY, CALSTOCK, CORNWALL, PL18 9SQ 
· To provide enhanced and new mobile phone coverage to the area which would include all technologies - 2G, 3G and 4G to both Vodafone and Telefónica customers in the area 
A number of options have been assessed in respect of the site search process and we consider the best solution is as follows: 
· FERRY FARM, OPPOSITE LOWER KELLY, CALSTOCK, CORNWALL, PL18 9SQ; NGR: 243526, 068399 
· This is the preferred option as it will provide the required level of enhanced 2G and 3G coverage and also new 4G coverage to the village of Calstock. The proposed installation has been sited in what is considered to be the best available location, utilising the surrounding mature trees and steep embankment as a screening backdrop against which the installation would be viewed. The proposed site location is well away from residential properties and using the backdrop of mature trees and embankment, does not to appear overly obtrusive to the surrounding area. Surrounding cells will not provide the required coverage to the target area. 
We have considered alternative site options and discounted as follows: 
· Calstock Station, Church Lane, Calstock, Cornwall, PL28 9QH; NGR: 243400, 68789. Rejected as the Station car park is very small and is surrounded by very tall trees and residential properties. 
· Harrowbarrow All Saints Church, Sand Lane, Calstock, Cornwall, PL18 9RJ; NGR: 243286, 68801. Rejected as this old church is now an Arts Centre and the new landowner did not respond to enquiry letter sent out. 
· Wesley Flats, Harewood Road, Calstock, Cornwall, PL18 9QD; NGR: 243729, 68586. 
972. Agenda Items for next meeting.
      1) Letter Head for Council
      2) Property Inspection
      3) Review of Committee Terms
      4) Road Improvements Plan Plymouth (Derriford Transport Scheme)
      5) To review Standing Orders
      6) Defibrillator monthly inspection SW Ambulance. 
There being no further business the chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.24pm.        
Signed this 31st day of January 2017. 
Chairman………………...

