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BERE FERRERS PARISH COUNCIL

              At a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston   

              on Tuesday 3rd June 2014.      
Present  

                                       Mr R. Maycock              Chairman
                                       Mr B. Lamb                   Chairman of Council

                                       Mrs H. Boot-Handford



      Mr P. Dennis

                                       Mr R. Leithall
                                       Mr K. Smith
1502. Apologies.

Apologies were received from Mr Piper due to holiday

1503. Items of Urgent Business at the Discretion of the Chairman.
1. Mr Lamb- Mr Stan Sherrell approached me regards the dangerous junction at the triangle at Battens (Diana Triangle), is Council planning to take this matter up with County Highways to get part of the triangle cut back to give a better visibility?
2. The Clerk- reported that the verges out at Quarry have had two sections trimmed back, it is too rough a job for it to have been done by County.

3.  Mrs Boot-Handford reported a small pot hole down her lane to Devon County Highways; it was repaired within three days. Perhaps parishioners should be reporting problems themselves.
4. Mr Smith- I have been monitoring the cleanliness of Fore Street, on Sunday the FOSCA worker only emptied the bin he did not pick up any litter at all. Discussions took place, Clerk to ascertain cleaning schedule for Fore Street.

5. Mr Dennis-(a) There are various houses in Sherrell Park where the hedges are growing out over the pavement and are a danger to the visually impaired. Clerk to report to County Highways.

(b) The seat at the corner of Station Road and Broad Park Road two slats are broken. 
The Clerk explained that the workman has only just renewed them.

6. Mr Maycock-(a) The football club have stored the goal posts on top of the Pavilion again, letter asking that they remove them as soon as possible.
b)  Also the holes that the posts have come out of have not been covered, give them 2  

     weeks to either put caps over or fill them in otherwise Council will take action.

1504. Matters arising from the minutes of the 18th April.           
Matters arising 
Minute 1414(3) Mr Smith stated that the legs of the sign at Marythorne Road have still 
not been repaired.

Minute 1414(1380[2]) The Clerk has asked Mr Willmott to level the centre of the track out. Mr Maycock said that some work had been done and it is not too bad.
Minute1414 (1381) The Clerk has had an email from Mr Mackie explaining that due to possible ill health he will not be taking on any work. Clerk to contact Steeltech for a cost to repair the gates at Sarah Park playground.

Minute 1414(1386[b]) Miss Anstey has given up her allotment at Bere Ferrers and it has been reallocated. Discussions then took place about the state of Mr Endean's plot, next Open Spaces Meeting visit Bere Ferrers Allotments, meet at there at 7pm.

Minute 1419 Reference the three apple trees on Mr Endean's plot, the Clerk confirmed that Georgina Brown has agreed the trees should have a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) on them.

1505. Financial Statement. 
The Clerk presented the financial statements for Recreation and Cemetery; there were errors on the Recreation sheet, Clerk to redo.

Mr Leithall proposed acceptance of the Cemetery Sheets, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.

1506. Seat at Weir Quay.
Is it possible to replace the seat at Weir Quay with the one that came from Bere Ferrers Quay, this will mean the old seat will have to be broken up and removed and the other seat cemented in place but as the workman is off sick for two weeks this cannot be undertaken unless we get a contractor in. Clerk to get quotes.
1507. Routine Safety Inspection reports for the Parish Recreation and Play parks.

Mr Maycock inspected all the play parks, the bark chippings at Bere Ferrers are everywhere.

In the playground at The Downs at the far end nearest the car park there are weeds growing through the bark chippings and membrane.

The Clerk informed committee that the new safety surface under the swings in Sarah Park has been completed today, just the swing to arrive now.

1508. Monthly Inspection of Allotments at Bere Alston and Bere Ferrers.

1. Mr Smith has not completed an inspection of the allotments.

2. Mr Maycock brought to committee’s attention the state of number 1 left hand side old site, the family excluding the wife have moved to France but have paid for the allotment for this year. Letter giving them two weeks to tidy allotment.

3. Middle 8 left next to Mr Maycock has not been worked for some time. Clerk informed committee that there are 5 allotments vacant at Bere Alston and none at Bere Ferrers.

4. The Clerk informed committee that the allotments are running with rats, she tried to call the pest control team at West Devon but was told there would be a charge. Clerk to ascertain the cost.

5. Discussions took place on how to keep vacant allotments tidy, some suggestions were black polythene, spray and rotivated in or just strim them.

1509. New Mower Cutting Schedule.

Discussions took place.

Mr Lamb is arranging a meeting with Horrabridge Parish Council and asked both Mr Maycock and Mr Leithall what days would be suitable. The following would be ok- Monday 16th 7.30pm or Tuesday 17th 6.30pm before F&GP.

Mrs Boot-Handford proposed a motion that committee go into part two, seconded by Mr Leithall.

Discussions took place regards the workman being signed off sick.

Mrs Boot-Handford proposed a motion that committee come out of part two, seconded by Mr Leithall.

Mr Lamb proposed that we employ Mark to undertake some work for us on a part-time basis. Letter to go to the manufacturer of the Cub Cadet Grass machine, and meeting with Horrabridge Parish Council, seconded by Mr Smith.

1510. Correspondence.

Mrs D. Mitchell- Play park Bere Ferrers the bark is being delivered this week.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and closed the meeting at 9.15pm. 
Signed this 24th day of June 2014.      
Chairman…………………………….

