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BERE FERRERS PARISH COUNCIL

              At a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston   

              on Tuesday 11th February 2014.
Present  

                                       Mr R. Leithall                Chairman
                                       Mr B. Lamb                   Chairman of Council

                                       Mr M. Benson
                                       Mr R. Maycock
                                       Mr R. Piper
1331. Apologies.


Apologies were received from Mr K. Smith and Mr P. Dennis due to illness.
1332. Items of Urgent Business at the Discretion of the Chairman.

1. Mr Leithall has been down to Bere Ferrers Recreation Park and taken photos of the equipment which he will transfer onto the Bailment Agreement and email them to the Clerk. 
1333. Matters arising from the minutes of the 14th January. 
Matters arising 
Minute 1303 The Clerk has received another email from Miss Gay stating that her parents 

cannot get on the allotment because of the mound of manure. Please could something be done about this?
Mr Lamb will speak with Mr Willmott.

1334. Financial Statement. 
The Clerk emailed the statements to Councillors and after discussions Mr Benson proposed acceptance of Recreation statement, seconded by Mr Piper.
Mr Lamb proposed acceptance of the Cemetery statement, seconded by Mr Benson.

1335. Review of draft Dog Control Orders and feedback to West Devon Borough Council.
Mr Benson gave some background on the reason for the new orders. As there is only 1 part time Dog Warden, West Devon employees will be able to undertake the Dog Warden’s job, also PCSOs.
Discussions then took place regards the Football Field at the Recreation Field Bere Alston.

Mr Lamb proposed that in the schedule, marked sports fields should include the sports area in the Recreation Field Bere Alston, seconded by Mr Piper; a vote was taken 2 for 3 against.

1. West Devon Borough Council is exploring the introduction of Dog Control Orders across the Borough from October 2014. It is anticipated that these Dog Control Orders will replace the existing Dog Fouling Offence under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 and all local Bye-Laws. The benefits of this legislation, is that all dog control legislation for the Borough will be brought together in these Orders and be standardised across the area. These measures will increase the knowledge for dog owners and the residents of the various dog related offences.
2. Any breaches of the Dog Control Orders are an offence, which is liable to a £80 fine with a Fixed Penalty Notice. Failure to pay the fine can lead the dog owner to being summoned to the Magistrate Court, for the offence to be prosecuted. Sufficient evidence of an offence from a witness can be used to enforce these Orders by West Devon Borough Council Law Enforcement Officers.

3. It is hoped that as the Council restructures in 2015, additional staff may be given enforcement powers to deal with the dog related offences. The legislation also allows for Parish/Town Councils to introduce their own Dog Control Orders as a “Secondary Authority”, with their staff authorised to carry out local enforcement.

Borough of West Devon Dogs on Leads Order 2014.

Offence.

1. A person in charge of a dog (or if a minor, the person responsible for the dog) shall be guilty of an offence if, at any time, on any land to which this order applies he does not keep the dog on a lead, unless-

a) He has a reasonable excuse for doing so; or

b) The owner, occupier or other person or authority having control of the land has consented (generally or specifically) to his failing to do so.

Schedule.

This Order applies to all land which is within the administrative area of the Council (not including areas from which dogs are excluded) and which are:
· Areas with retail premises designated as zone 1 under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 – i.e. where there are 2 or more commercial/shop premises.

· Car Parks- this needs to be clarified.

· Cemeteries and Churchyards.

· Any fenced, hedged or walled pond, area of water or nature reserve.

· Marked sports fields whilst organised sport is in progress.

· Formal gardens listed as:

· Parish Hall Area

· Flag Pole Area

· BF War Memorial

There is also a need to define Zone 1.

Borough of West Devon Exclusion Order 2014.

Offence.

A person in charge of a dog (or if a minor, the person responsible for the dog) shall be guilty of an offence if, at any time, he/she takes the dog onto, or permits the dog to enter or to remain on, any land to which this Order applies.

Schedule.

All land within the Council’s administrative area comprising:

· Any fenced, hedged or walled children’s play area

· Any fenced, hedged or walled tennis court

· Any fenced, hedged or walled skateboard or BMX park

· Any sporting or recreational facility pitch when sport is in play

All members accepted this order.

Borough of West Devon Fouling of Land by Dogs Order 2014.

Offence

A person in charge of a dog (or if a minor, the person responsible for the dog) shall be guilty of an offence if, at any time, on any land to which this Order applies he does not keep the dog on a lead.

Schedule

1. Subject to the exception in Paragraph 2 below, all land which is in the administrative area of the Council and which is:
(i)Open to the air (which includes land that is covered but open to the air on at least one 
   side); and

(ii)To which the public are entitled or permitted to have access (with or without payment).

Mr Piper proposed acceptance of this order, seconded by Mr Leithall.

Mr Lamb felt that a report should be given on what Open Spaces have recommended.

1336. Review procedure for determining effectiveness of West Devon Borough Council 


Dog Warden Scheme.

Discussions took place. It was agreed to ask West Devon for feedback on what the Dog Warden has undertaken over the last 12 months, and Council would also like a monthly report.

1337. Cycle Track Bere Alston Insurance Issue.

The Clerk has had the following reply from Zurich Insurance;

“We don’t have different costing re-height, our cost is based on the number of jumps, for an example a park with a potential 8 jumps would be £70-97 inclusive of tax”.

This is an ongoing project.

1338. Cemetery headstones annual inspection report.

The Clerk asked the workman to undertake the annual inspection of headstones for safety purposes; he found the following problems;

· Winskill
Section B E5

Loose

· Bowden
Section C M5
Headstone & base sinking forward
· Kerslake
Section D H3

Headstone & base loose

The workman also reported that Mr Briggs’ grave has had three bushes planted on the grave 2 Skimmia Japonicas and 1 Mahonia Japonica. He stated these will grow into large shrubs and the Mahonia has prickles.

Clerk to deal with these problems.

1339. Routine Safety Inspection reports for the Parish Recreation and Play parks.

Mr Leithall inspected Bere Ferrers Park and all was satisfactory

The Recreation Field The Down and that was ok. 
Sarah Park - the wire mesh on the gate needs welding on and the swing areas still have water puddling under them also down by the zip wire.
1340. Correspondence.

1. Devon Countryside Access Forum
“Set up as a statutory forum under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, the Devon Countryside Forum is carrying out its annual recruitment of members. The role of the Forum is to provide independent advice on issues associated with improving access to land for recreation and enjoyment.
The Forum has 15 members who represent a balance between land managers, those with access interests (such as walkers, cyclists and horse riders) and other areas of expertise.

Closing date 21st February, application forms, accompanying details and information on the work of the Devon Countryside Access Forum, including the latest Annual Report, can be found on- www.devon.gov.uk/dcaf
2. Devon County Highways

Temporary Road Closure Monday 17th February Woolacombe Road (The Down) for patching.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and closed the meeting at 8.57pm. 
Signed this 25th  day of February 2014.  
Chairman…………………………….

