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Bere Ferrers Parish Council
At a meeting of the Plans Committee held at the Council Chambers on Tuesday 27th October 2015 at 7.00pm.        
Present             Cllr. R. Piper 
       
                          Cllr. B. Lamb        
Cllr. M. Benson   

    
  Cllr. D.M.A. Chapman    

Cllr. S. Hanson   

Cllr. G.R. Reed
251. Apologies.    
 Apologies were received from Cllr. Dennis and Cllr. Maycock due to business.       
252. Declaration of Interest.
Cllr. Reed declared an interest in agenda item 4 planning application 00971/2015. Cllr. Reed left the room 

so this item could be discussed.
253. To deal with Planning Applications for comment. Interested parties are invited to comment on 
applications they have an interest in before a decision is made, at the discretion of the Chairman.
00971/2015
Mr. G.R. Reed

Retrospective application for change of use of land to residential and retention of solar panels at Hunters Oak Bere Alston PL20 7HT.

Comments -
Support.

Committee would like the matter of commenting on future applications from Council members to be taken to the next Full Council meeting.
254. Take note of any Planning Applications noted after consideration by the Borough.

00898/2015
Mrs. E. Rickeard   
Change of use of existing building to microbrewery and erection of shed for use as pack house at Homefield Bere Alston PL20 7JA.
Conditional Consent.

00901/2015
Mr. & Mrs. W. Rees   
Householder application of integral garage, new bay window and alterations at Tellisford The Down Bere Alston PL20 7HG.
Conditional Consent.   
00904/2015
Mrs. A. Gibbs


Conversion of garage to bedroom at 18 Tamar Close Bere Alston PL20 7HF.
Conditional Consent.   
255. Correspondence.
1) Email from Case Management Team WDBC-  Dear Parish and Town Councils  

We have had several enquiries recently regarding consultation with you on the new prior notification applications (which fall under Part 3W of the General Permitted Development Order 2015).  Regulations for these types of applications (as listed fully below) do not require the local planning authority to consult Parish and/or Town Councils.

We will continue to include any of these applications on the weekly list, but no consultation will be sent to you.  However, officers may choose to contact you for specific clarification of dates or uses of buildings etc. in exceptional circumstances. 

2) Email from Sophie Hosking Executive Director service delivery & commercial development –

Dear Clerks,
In response to comments raised by several parish and town councils with either myself or with Development Management colleagues, I write to reassure you regarding West Devon Borough Council consultation arrangements for the weekly list of planning applications and the publication of the associated plans and documents on the Council’s website.

In relation to the publication of the weekly planning list, we are aware that the documents relating to listed applications are not always available on the website at the time you currently receive the lists due to the time taken to process them and upload them to the website.  In order to prevent this we will in future be sending the weekly list of planning applications a week in arrears – for example on Thursday 22nd October you would receive a list containing the applications registered from Friday 9th – Thursday 14th October (rather than 16th – 22nd).  Please be aware this will mean that there will be one week where you will receive a duplicate list to the previous week.  This issuing in arrears will make sure that we have time to process the documents and that they are online to enable you to view the documents as soon as you receive notification.  Please note that this will not affect the 21 day consultation period which will start on the date that the weekly list is issued to you.  

With regards to notifying parish councils on prior notifications and prior approvals, although there is no statutory requirement to consult with parish councils on these, we will still be notifying you through the weekly list.  Whilst our future intention is to cease sending paper copies of these and instead rely on the online copy of the documents, we are currently experiencing technical problems with the planning search function on the website so we will continue to send paper copies to parish and town councils for the time being.

Please accept our sincere apologies for the technical problems with the website search function.  Whilst we are endeavoring to alleviate these our main focus is on developing a new improved website with better planning search functions which will be launched later this year.  Once this is fully functional, and as other new IT systems come online, it is our intention to move to paper-free consultation with the parish and town councils.  We will of course keep you fully informed of these changes and give you plenty of time to prepare.  We will be offering support and training to make this transition to a more efficient and environmentally friendly method of consultation as easy as possible for you and your Councilor’s. 

256. Proposals from committee for agenda for next meeting.

1. Training Update.
2. Enforcement Cases Update.

3. Denham Bridge Update.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 7.19pm.
Signed this 24th November 2015.
Chairman………………...
