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Bere Ferrers Parish Council
At a meeting of the Plans Committee held at the Council Chambers on Tuesday 3rd March 2015 at 7.30pm.        
Present             Cllr. R. Piper                    Chair
                          Cllr. B. Lamb                   Chair of Council

   
Cllr. M. Benson 

Cllr. D.M.A. Chapman


  Cllr. P. Dennis 
1812. Apologies.                                               
Apologies were received from Cllr. Boot-Handford due to a prior engagement.
Apologies were received from Cllr. Reed due to personal business in Scotland.
1813. Items of interest at the discretion of the Chairman.

Cllr. Benson- 
The road has been closed at the top of Bedford Street by the Woolacombe Road site since 19th February, the road had been tarmacked on 27th February but still remains closed. 

Unfortunately there was a collision on Friday 27th February on the road leading to Broad Park Road between a bus and a car; the elderly occupants of the car were trapped for some time as the car handles had been taken off by the collision. Cllr. Benson stated the road should be open again on Friday 6th March. The road has been closed for too long and feels the developer could have acted quicker; this goes to highlight the inadequate roads within the village.

Cllr. Dennis- 
WDBC planning website was unavailable for me to view the planning applications.

Also the telephone recorded message when contacting West Devon gives Xmas opening times. 

1814. To deal with Planning Applications for comment. Interested parties are invited to comment on applications they have an interest in before a decision is made, at the discretion of the Chairman.

00220/2015
 Mr & Mrs Earnshaw

Householder application for proposed loft conversion and extension to create annex to main dwelling at St Margaret, The Down Bere Alston.

Comments
Support- Provides care within the community, sympathetic to surrounding area.

00209/2015
Mr Gardner

Prior notification for proposed general purpose agricultural building at Newhouse Farm House, Bere Alston.

Comments
No Comment as already approved.

00091/2015
Mr & Mrs Murdoch



Revised plans for the biodisc treatment plant at The Mill House Denham Bridge.

Comments
 Support necessary alterations.

000258/2015
Mr Groves

Conversion of garage to form a dwelling at Booking Hall, Drummond Way Bere Ferrers.

Comments
Support although access needs to be clarified.
1815. Take note of any Planning Applications noted after consideration of the Borough.

00083/2014 

Mr & Mrs Joliffe           
Outline application for erection of a dwelling at land adjacent to 101 Broad Park Road Bere Alston.               
Conditional Consent
00041/2015

Mr & Mrs King
Householder application for proposed erection of single storey conservatory extension to rear elevation at 18 Sherrell Park Bere Alston.

Conditional Consent

01351/2014

Mr Duke

Creation of new vehicular access and track and closure of existing access to form pedestrian access, passing bay, and construction of a new hedge bank at Hewton Gardens, Bere Alston.

Conditional Consent

00022/2015

The Co-operative Group

Replacement shop front windows and doors, redecorations and installation of new covered area to rear of shop at 8-10 Fore Street Bere Alston.

Conditional Consent

1816. Our Plan Update.
Cllr. Benson stated that he has an Our Plan draft copy (available to purchase from WDBC for £13.00) that has been published for consultation.

Land at Bere Alston station has been earmarked for employment possibilities.
At this stage the numbers for new dwellings are the same but this may differ in the future slightly.

Cllr. Benson informed committee of Saturday 28th consultation in the Parish Hall, the following comments were made by members of the public:-

· Care Services- Concern was expressed about the loss of Day Care currently provided by Harewood House. Essential to avoid social isolation of disabled parent- provides twice weekly social contact and an excursion out of the house.

· Railway Tavistock- Positive about the impact on the Bere Peninsula. As it is funded through a significant contribution from the large housing development it is essential infrastructure in Tavistock is delivered as planned. For example a new primary school if not built would mean Tavistock children attending schools outside of Tavistock, such as Bere Alston.

· Cycle route to Tavistock- The original proposal to run the cycle route alongside the railway line has been rejected as unsafe. It is believed that there is a growing need and recognition of the potential economic benefits to be gained by connecting with the Tamar Trails Centre & Gawton Gravity Hub. It was noted that the West Devon Our Plan mentioned a cycle route from Tavistock to Gawton, which would connect to the Tamar Trails and Bere Alston.
· BA Doctors surgery- A concern was raised that patients have to go to the Abbey Surgery in Tavistock for appointments. This is not the case and people should be encouraged to be more assertive when making appointments. The Practice Manager is aware of these concerns and has been working with his reception staff to address them too.

· New Housing- There was a general acceptance of the level of new housing proposed; that is 50 plus 36 approved and/or under construction. Concern was raised about the design needs to be appropriate and fit into the character of its surroundings. This is not the case for the 17 affordable homes currently under construction on Woolacombe Road. Further concerns were raised by residents about individual sites by residents adjacent to them, such as visual impact on the AONB of Long Orchard or the traffic/access issues around Woolacombe Road, as evidenced by the current construction.

Note- I believe that we are addressing these issues as part of our assessment process.

· Bus Service Cutbacks- It was suggested that the proposed reduction in the bus service from BA to Tavistock with the early morning and early evening (7pm to Tavistock) being withdrawn, could impact the ability of locals to get to and from work in Tavistock.
Discussions took place.

Cllr. Lamb asked the following questions:-

Paragraph 2.5- 
no mention of Tavistock-Bere Alston Rail reopening.
Paragraph 5.32 - 
What does exceptional, proven local need and bringing significant benefit mean in
    
relation to smaller communities (Bere Ferrers – Weir Quay – Hewton).
Paragraph 5.35- 
Shows Minimum planned requirements; this would suggest that the actual will be far 


   
higher. The Committee accepted the proposed M.P.R. over the 20 year period of 86 



homes, less those under construction/granted planning permission of 36 which means 



a net increase of 50 – less any windfall developments.
Paragraph 5.55- 
policy OP11 – road infrastructure needs radical improvement with controls on HGV
 routes etc.

Paragraph 5.84-  
Neighbourhood Plan, “expected to prepare plans that are in conformity with the 




objects of Our Plan.” Concern as to whether this was control of N.P. (not only

development but all the other parts) or working in partnership.
Paragraph 6.36-
 Future 

Paragraph 7.8-

 Empty Homes policy – no point having a policy if there is no action (13 Fore St).
Paragraph 8.2-

 Roads, infrastructure, information delivery and Green Travel Plan including pursuit
of cycle track Gawton Bridge to Bere Alston on road waste.

Paragraph 8.28- 
Need to retain existing allotments.
Paragraph 9.5-  
No mention of World Heritage Site other than a small note in 10.6, should be a major 




feature of Bere Alston village.
Cllr. Lamb expressed his concerns over the consultation and availability of document and feels that so far it has not been a consultation.

Cllr. Lamb expressed his thanks to Cllr. Benson and the Neighbourhood Group for the work undertaken on Our Plan. 
1817. Correspondence.
1. Letter of objection regarding Planning Application 00083/2015 from Mr M. Baker.

2. Letter of objection regarding Planning Application00114/2015 from Mr D. Trevelyan.

3. Letter of support in principle regarding Planning Application 00114/2015 Mr G. Starkie.

4. Letter of support for Planning Application 00083/2015 from Mr G. Starkie.

5. Email from Mr Gorringe regarding unauthorised building at Steeldeer enterprise, Baslick Gardens, Bere Ferrers.

6. Email from Chris Horan Enforcement Officer regards planning application 00696/2014, enforcement case is now closed as the sheep race has been built in accordance with the drawings submitted with the application.

7. Email from Devon County Council regarding Planning Application 00114/2015- Highway Consultation Reply.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8.49pm.
Signed this 31st March 2015.   
Chairman………………...
