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Bere Ferrers Parish Council
At a meeting of the Plans Committee held in the Council Chamber, Bere Alston on Tuesday 14th May 2013.                
Present            
                          Mr R. Piper                   Chairman
                          Mr B. Lamb                  Chair of Council

   
Mr M. Benson
                         
Mrs D.M.A. Chapman

Mr R. Maycock
In attendance
Mrs H Boot-Handford


999.  Apologies.                                                    
Apologies were received from Mr Sadleir and Mr Dennis due to work commitments.

1000. Items of Urgent Business at the discretion of the Chairman.
1) Mr Lamb gave a brief outline about the planning workshop he attended, reiterating that committees’ comments should be clear and concise and not personal. Mr Lamb also stated that the attitude of District Council towards Parish Council’s input regarding planning applications has changed.
2) Mrs Chapman requested confirmation that the Planning Workshop on 24th May was going ahead.

3) Mr Benson informed committee that at the end of May permitted extension developments comes into force. This is not enforced in the AONB and is for flat roof extensions.
1001. Terms of Reference.

Committee members were given a copy of the Planning Terms of Reference. Discussions took place. Some minor amendments were agreed upon. Mrs Boot-Handford to make the amendments for next committee meeting.
1002. Update on Woolacombe Road proposed development.

Mr Benson informed committee that the planning application is to be re-submitted as a new application. The time scale for this will be 3 weeks and not 13 weeks as before.

Mr Lamb would like a formal letter to be sent with the following issues included:-

· Site value to the village

· A possible covenant from Mount Edgecumbe Estate regarding 4m maximum height

· Other sites within the village are more appropriate.

· Proposed site is at the top of the village; all amenities are at the bottom of the village.
· Road hazards, a site meeting with Highways Department strongly recommended.

· Poor design of proposed property, not in keeping with the surrounding property.

· Drainage issues, connecting fields/properties use natural springs as their water supply.
1003. To deal with Planning Applications for comment. Interested parties are invited to comment on     
    applications they have an interest in before a decision is made, at the discretion of the Chairman.
    00354/2013   Application to carry out works to trees under tree preservation order for work to a mature 
                         Beech.
Comments     Support the proposal, to continue work already started.

00383/2013 
Application for extension to dwelling.

Comments    Support the proposal, retention of ancient Devon hedge and banks. 

00384/2013
Application for erection of dwelling including access arrangements.
Comments Object the proposal, 1 plan submitted is incorrect and shows the site of the Social Club in the wrong place, it is actually a well-used Parish play park for young children. The planning notice was displayed at the front of 45 Cornwall Street and should have been at the rear of the site. Highway safety- driveway to this property will be accessed across a very busy pedestrian footpath, also in the same area is the entrance to a well-used children’s play park. With regards to the Devon Hedge this needs to be protected as it is one of the older hedges in the area and has numerous wildlife. On the previous application there were issues regarding access, these issues have still not been resolved. Cumulative impact on the area will be a very steep driveway with a very poor visual access to the road. As per comment above the Devon Hedge needs protecting.

00406/2013 Application for the erection of a conservatory.
Comments Support the proposal, unobtrusive and in accordance with the scale of the property.

1004. To take note of any Planning Applications noted after consideration by the Borough.
00175/2013    
Householder application for proposed first floor rear extension and insertion of 2 roof lights 
                        at  2 Gullytown, Weir Quay Bere Alston.

                        Conditional Consent

00234/2013     Householder application for erection of log cabin/summer house at 7 Cotts, Bere Alston.
                        Conditional Consent
00188/2013     Householder application for the erection of extensions at 8 Cotts, Bere Alston.         
                        Conditional Consent
02734/2012     Householder application for single storey extension.

1005. Correspondence.
West Devon Borough Council- WDBC adopted the following documents on the 30th April 2013:

· South and South West of Tavistock Master plan Supplementary Document (SPD) which sets out guidance for development on the allocated land in Tavistock.
· Assessing the impact of New Retail Development in West Devon Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) which provides borough-wide guidance on where and when a Retail Impact Assessment is required and what the assessment should consider.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
Signed this 28th May 2013.   

Chairman………………...
