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Bere Ferrers Parish Council

At a meeting of the Bere Ferrers Parish Council held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston on Tuesday 25th March 2014.                 
Present     

                                      Mr B. Lamb                                Chairman of Council     
                                      Mr M. Benson                             Mr R. Leithall
                                      Mrs H. Boot-Handford               Mr R. Maycock
                                      Mrs D.M.A. Chapman                Mr R. Piper       
                                      Mr P. Dennis                               Mrs H. Rogers 


              Dr N. Harmsworth

      Mr A. Sadleir




  Rev N. Law                                Mr K. Smith

1399. Declaration of Interest.

Mr Smith declared an interest in the Bere Alston United Football Club item.
1400. Items of Urgent Business at the discretion of the Chairman.
1. Mr Benson      
Stated that there was still a very large block of Polystyrene floating off Weir
 Quay. Mr Benson wondered who would be responsible for clearing it up.
2. Mr Smith
Concerns about the Recreation Field and dog fouling. On Facebook this evening a parishioner was walking with her son in the recreation field, there were people on the pitch talking and their dogs were running around. One of the dogs fouled the football pitch, she had to restrain her son from going over and speaking to them regards their dog fouling the area.

1401 To approve & adopt the minutes of the Plans meeting held on the 25th February and taken as 

        read, to deal with matters arising.
Mr Piper proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mr Benson.

Mr Piper proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mr Dennis.

SO RESOLVED

1402. To approve the minutes of Full Council held on the 25th February as a true record and taken as 
           read.
        
Mr Lamb proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mr Piper.  
Matters Arising.

Minute 1321
The Clerk received the names of those who have won the Mayoral Awards. Becki Mitchell-



Venning did win although not through our nomination, she was also nominated by her school.
Minute 1326(a) The Clerk has received an email from West Devon Borough Council stating that they will 
              replace the dilapidated bin outside the Recreation Field The Down.






SO RESOLVED

1403. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Footpaths and Environment meeting held on 4th 

          March and taken as read, to deal with matters arising.
Mrs Chapman proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mr Benson.

Matters Arising.

Minute 1368(4)
 Footpath 83 fencing still wobbly.
Minute 1370     Snow Wardens. Mr Benson provisionally approached some people with regards to them becoming Snow Wardens and they agreed. Mr Benson has spoken to Mr Willmott and he is ok to continue as Snow Warden. Mr Maycock has agreed to be the co-ordinator.

Mrs Chapman proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mr Maycock.
SO RESOLVED
1404. To approve the minutes of Special Full Council held on 11th March as a true record and taken as

           read.
Mr Lamb proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.    
SO RESOLVED

1405. To approve and adopt the minutes of Open Spaces held on 11th March and taken as read, to deal 

         with matters arising.
Mr Leithall proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mr Maycock.

Matters Arising
Minute 1385(6)   Mr Lamb explained that the goal post holes are very deep and he felt a better idea would be to line the posts up over the holes so that when they are laid on the ground they cover up the holes.
Mr Leithall proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mr Dennis.

SO RESOLVED
1406. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Plans meeting held on 18th March and taken as read,     
to deal with matters arising.   
Mr Piper proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mr Dennis.

Matters Arising.
Minute 1392   Information on closure and diversion of Footpath 20. Mr Benson stated FP20 should 
be retained. There are conditions that the builders still have to apply for, these need to be done before development starts; there is possibly a 2 month delay. Mr Maycock is concerned that this could set a president for a permanent diversion of the footpath. This needs to be undertaken by Rights of Way Office as a safety issue.
Mr Smith- the amount of Housing needs in Bere Alston must be looked at again to alleviate

                  the problem.     
 Mr Piper stated that the actual survey showed 17 affordable houses needed and  this total is false. 

Mr Benson stated there are different methodologies; the real housing needs will be issued by NDP.

Mr Piper proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mrs Chapman.

SO RESOLVED
1407. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes meeting held on the 18th 
          March and taken as read, to deal with matters arising.
         The Rev. Law proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mr. Benson.


Matters Arising.


Minute 1394(1341[3]) Seat at Weir Quay Mr. Benson has forwarded the photos to Robert Plumb 

Tamar Valley Area of Outstanding Beauty Officer, and to discuss, how the subsidence might 

be filled. 

        The Rev. Law proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mr. Dennis.

SO RESOLVED
1408. Internal Audit to be carried out by Rev. Law and Mr. Leithall 
          The internal audit was carried out by Rev. Law and Mr. Leithall; all was found to be satisfactory.

1409. Report by Mr. Benson on West Devon Borough Council and Neighbourhood Plan.
BPCP Report

As you all be aware the Community Plan Group have been engaged in the lengthy process of inputting data in survey monkey following the enormously successful questionnaire programme. A twelve page document was delivered into every household on the peninsula, by the end of October we had received back 644 returns, amounting to 45%, of which 50 had been completed directly on line. 

There followed a time absorbing process in which volunteers transferred this information from paper to survey monkey. This operation is now complete and we have some 73,708 fields of information, this amounts to an excel spreadsheet some 361 columns wide. We are at the early stages of drawing the data together to produce a comprehensive report. 

We started the process of developing a Parish Plan some three years ago as that was all that was available,  then West Devon Borough Council introduced “ Plan It “which enabled local areas to develop Community Plans.  Since then the government has introduced Neighbourhood Plans which ultimately will have statutory powers subject to a local referendum. Following the decision by The Planning Inspectorate to grant the development at Woolacombe Rd we feel that the only way we can have local control will be to go down the road of creating a Neighbourhood Plan. 

We can assure you all that data already gathered will be used in the process and not lost and will form the basis of our “Local Plan”. Although this will obviously involve more work this extra level of local planning will ensure the community will have more control into its own future.

WDBC Report

Work progresses towards the T18 programme, the purchase of new computer software has reached the procurement phase, with other issues being investigated. Elsewhere the Dog warden scheme should be improved following an agreement to increase these officers’ hours of employment. It is also hoped to implement Dog Control Orders which should make prosecution of offenders easier. New legislation means that the council will be able to charge for the collection of some levels of commercial waste that had previously been included in domestic waste collection. 
1410. Report by Mr. Lamb on Southern Links and TAP Fund.
1 The Police Report attracted little attention and once again our figures were with Tavistock Town. (separate figures have again been requested.)

2 A presentation by Tim Hall of Healthwatch Devon.  I never seem to be amazed at the number of different health organisations on the periphery of care for people.

3 Simon Kitchen, Devon County Council, Head of Policy, Strategy & Organisational Change,  He stated that he will be attending future meetings as a link between Devon County Council and ourselves and would welcome questions before meetings so that he could be armed with the responses.

4 Our two Parish Questions were then dealt with - Alan Robinson, Executive Officer, WDBC thought that the new structure would improve links between District and Parishes.  We stressed the road problems, especially reporting problems and Simon Kitchen stated that he was just about to start work with the Highways Dept. and the County Computer system.   He then went to respond to our question on when action would be taken to reduce speed limits on local roads.  He had been supplied with a brief by Highways and it was at once apparent that neither of them was aware that the Consultative Document had been brought into effect by regulations! He stated that, “no action could be taken until Government had made these decisions. Fortunately Howard Ashbridge of Milton Abbot had a copy of the new regulations with him and he went for Kitchen like a ‘Rottweiler’ - Watch this space!

5 The TAP Funding applications were then dealt with.  After a robust debate the following grants were made:

            A
Tavistock £1500 for Village Hall Wi-Fi

        
B
Tavistock £769 for Street & School Pastors


C
Gulworthy £3,001.50 towards £10,000 for digital copying machine

            D
Bere Ferrers £6,156 for three defibrillators for villages of Bere Ferrers, Buckland Monachorum and Hexworthy.  There was some opposition and the vote was 12 to 4.

     6
    There was no significant information from the Broadband update
1411. Correspondence.

     1. Devon County Council Highways.

Temporary restriction Station Road over bridge Bere Alston. Temporary Prohibition of through traffic & parking from Sunday 18th May –Monday 19th May 19.30 to 05.30 and Monday 19th May to Friday 23rd May 23.00 to 05.30 overnight each day. Anticipated finish Friday 23rd May.
This temporary restriction is considered necessary to enable- Road closure for 5 nights to coincide with rail possessions on track to remove vegetation from structure.
1412. Questions from any members of the public present at the discretion of the Chairman.
1a) Mr Lansdell
There are anomalies on the Council web site. It states that Full Council will be in the Parish Hall 8.15pm with Full Council 7pm and in another place that the meeting will be in the Parish Hall at 8pm. Mr. Lamb explained that it was agreed at the last minute to serve refreshments before the Annual Parish Meeting and decided to start at 8.15pm.
 1b) Mr. Lansdell      Stated that nothing has happened about the plugging of the goal post holes.

The Clerk has spoken with Mr. Westlake about the suggestion of lining the goal post legs up with the holes which will cover them. 
 1c) Mr. Lansdell       There is litter in the dugouts; also matting has been laid outside and caused the grass to become yellow. There is a bucket and other debris in the dug outs surely this should be cleared before they leave.
1d) Mr. Lansdell      There are silly spelling mistakes in the minutes. Mr. Lamb will hear no criticism of the staff; they are extremely busy. 

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members and the public for attending and declared the meeting closed at 7.39pm.
Signed this 29th day of April 2014.            
Chairman……………………………….
