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Bere Ferrers Parish Council
At a meeting of the Footpaths and Environment Committee held in the Council Chambers at Bere Alston on Tuesday 7th July 2015.          
Present     



  Cllr. D.M.A. Chapman 
Chairman
                                      Cllr. Benson                          Cllr. T. Martin
                                      Cllr. S. Hanson  

Cllr. S. Munn
                                      Cllr. R. Maycock
In attendance
Cllr. P. Dennis       
100. Matters Arising from the minutes of the 10th February.
Matters Arising
Minute
FP20 replacement of stile to a gate. The Clerk spoke with Peter Guy who is not happy about the work to put in a gate as there are water pipes in the area.
101. Footpath Problems
1) Cllr. Chapman- gate on footpath 4 which was lying down has been propped against the hedge so 
  there is just a gap. Clerk to speak to workman.
2) Cllr. Hanson-
has had a complaint from a parishioner; she was molested by aggressive cows.
3) Cllr. Benson-
has had a conversation with a parishioner who lives in Sarah Close regards the 
footpath which goes from The Close to the Parish Hall car park as it is getting very rough. The Clerk stated that there are numerous paths around the village which no-one claims ownership of, although originally this piece of land was given to Tavistock RDC by the Social Club but they can find no records.
Cllr. Benson asks that a feasibility study be undertaken on the degree and cost of patching.
3) Cllr. Hanson-
there is a permissive path around the river bank opposite Calstock; it runs parallel with 65 can we do anything about the path. The Clerk explained that as it is a permissive path this is the responsibility of the landowner.
102. Footpath Allocations.
Cllr. Chapman has worked out all the allocations as follows;
Cllr. Benson – 
49, 52, 54, 55, 59, 69.
Cllr. Maycock – 
11, 20, 23, 24, 27, 91, 95.
Dr. Harmsworth- 
26, 37, 47, 60, 63, 65, 96.
Mr. Smith-

53, 48, 51, 71, 75, 76, 77.
Cllr. Musgrave-
1, 2, 6, 7, 97.
Cllr. Hanson-

35, 36, 39, 42.
Cllr. Munn-

87, 83, 85, 89.
Cllr. Martin-

43, 93, 28, 38.
Cllr. Chapman-
4, 10, 74, 94.
The Clerk will prepare the inspection forms
103. Definitive Map Review.
1 Proposal 1: Proposed addition of a footpath between the county road and foreshore at Hole’s 
Hole, as shown between points A – B on plan HCW/PROW/14/63. 
Recommendation: That no Modification Order be made to add a footpath between the points A - B, as shown on the relevant plan.
As there is insufficient user and documentary evidence, it is therefore recommended no Order be made to add a footpath between points A – B from the county road at Hole’s Hole to Oliver’s Beach
2 Proposal 3: Proposed addition of a footpath between the county road south of Weir Quay and the 
foreshore, as shown between points E – F on plan HCW/PROW/14/64. 
Recommendation: That no Modification Order should be made in respect of Proposal 3. 
As use of the slipway by the public is ‘by right’ rather than ‘as of right’, it is recommended that no Modification Order be made in respect of the proposal.
3 Proposal 6: Proposed resolution of an anomaly affecting Footpath No. 7, not connecting with the 
county road network at Well Farm, Bere Ferrers, as shown between M – N – O on plan 
HCW/PROW/14/67, so that the footpath meets the county road.

It is therefore recommended that the List of Streets is modified to include the lane between the west 
gate to Well Farm and the C533 county road (M – O) between Bere Ferrers and Bere Alston, and that a Modification Order should be made to delete a short section of Footpath No. 7, Bere Ferrers (N – O) to remove the section of dual status highway in respect of Proposal 6. If there are no objections to the Order, or if such objections are subsequently withdrawn, that it be confirmed. 
4 Proposal 8: Proposed resolution of a missing link between Footpath Nos. 51 and 52, and the 
county road at Lockridge Bridge, as shown between points S – T on plan HCW/PROW/14/69. 
It is therefore recommended that the List of Streets is amended to extend the county road, Y1901, Lockridge Road between points S – T, to the southwest side of Lockridge Bridge.
5 Proposal 10: Proposed resolution of an anomaly affecting Footpath No. 63 at Braunder, as shown 
between points W – X on plan HCW/PROW/14/71. 
It is therefore recommended that a Modification Order be made to extend Footpath No. 63, Bere Ferrers from point W to meet the county road, Braunder Lane at point X. If there are no objections to the Order, or if such objections are subsequently withdrawn, that it be confirmed.
1 Proposal 2: Proposed addition of a footpath between the county road and the foreshore just north 
of Weir Quay, as shown between points C – D on plan HCW/PROW/14/63. 

Though the route would appear to be a public slipway, considering the historical evidence, but 
with insufficient evidence of use, dedication at common law for the status of public footpath cannot be inferred. It is therefore recommended that no Order be made to add a footpath between points C – D from the county road to the foreshore on the north side of Weir Quay as shown on plan HCW/PROW/14/63 However, if further evidence is forthcoming the matter could be reconsidered
Proposal 5: Proposed upgrade of part of Footpath No. 11 and the addition of a bridleway between 
the county road by Maine Farm and Vinegar Hill via Newhouse Farm, as shown between

 points J – K – L on plan HCW/PROW/14/66.
It is considered that the historical documentary evidence is not sufficient to imply dedication of the proposal route by a landowner at some time in the past. Use by horse riders has not been ‘as of right’ due to the element of ‘force’ by unknown parties and walkers have only used part of the unrecorded section of the proposal. It is therefore recommended that no Modification Order be made in respect of the proposed upgrade of part of Footpath No. 11 Bere Ferrers and the addition of a bridleway between the county road by Maine Farm and Vinegar Hill via Newhouse Farm, as shown between points J – K – L on plan HCW/PROW/14/66.
Proposal 7: Proposed upgrade Footpath Nos. 37 and 93, as shown between points P – Q – R on plan 
HCW/PROW/14/68.
It is therefore recommended that no Modification Order be made in respect of the proposed upgrade of Footpath Nos. 37 and 93, as shown between points P – Q – R on plan HCW/PROW/14/68.

Proposal 11: Proposed downgrading to footpath of Bridleway No. 69 between the county road at 
Weir Quay to the Quay, as shown between Y – Z on plan HCW/PROW/14/72.

It is therefore recommended that there should be no alteration in the status of Bridleway No. 69  

           and that no Modification Order should be made in respect of the proposed downgrading to 
           footpath of Bridleway No. 69 
Bere Ferrers between the county road at Weir Quay to the Quay, as shown between Y – Z on plan HCW/PROW/14/72.
104. Environment Issues.
1) Cllr. Benson-
Snow wardens: there was not an issue this year and it seems that due to global 


warming we may not have another year like 2010.


Cllr. Maycock- everyone was ready to go we still have 4.5 tons of grit and there are 


12 wardens all kitted up.
2) Cllr. Benson-
the other item is issues around blocked drains. If when you are out inspecting your 
footpaths you could also be aware of any problems with drains such as blocked or weeds growing out of them. You may all be aware we engaged with Gulworthy Parish Council to obtain TAP Funding for small jobs that Devon County Council in their Tough Choices Agenda will not be undertaking. Gulworthy have pulled back and are taking this to Southern Links meeting next Thursday to clarify the situation as to whether to continue the work by funding it from our budget. 
105. Agenda Items.
1) Lengthsman and cleaning.
2) Investigate what is happening with the footpath from The Close to the Parish Hall car park.
3) Review footpath inspection progress.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 7.45pm.
Dated this 28th July 2015.          
Signed by the Chairman…………………………………….
