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Bere Ferrers Parish Council

At a meeting of the Footpaths and Environment Committee held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston on Tuesday 13th October 2015.      

Present     




      Cllr. D. M. A. Chapman 
  Chairman
                                      Cllr. R. Leithall                           Chairman of Council

                                      Cllr. M. Benson 


  Cllr. T. Martin



      Cllr. S. Hanson     

  Cllr. S. Munn



      Cllr. R. Maycock                            

In Attendance.   Cllr. D. Pengelly. 
220. Items of Interest at the discretion of the Chairman. No decisions can be made on any

        items discussed.
1. Cllr. Martin – the tree is overgrown on the pathway at The Close and is obscuring the 

light.

2. Cllr. Benson – has been approached by a parishioner who lives at 44 Cornwall Street, 

complaining about the potholes right outside her front door, her husband has had his hip replaced and these could be a serious problem to him.

221. Matters Arising from the minutes of the 7th July 2015.
Matters Arising

Minute 100
Clerk has not heard back from Peter Guy about replacing stile with gate on FP 20.

Minute 101(1)
Gate on FP 4 has now been put back properly.
222. Financial Statements.
The Clerk presented the financial statements. Cllr. Benson proposed acceptance, seconded 

by Cllr. Martin.
223. Any Footpath Problems. 

1) Cllr. Pengelly – there are still problems with FP 48 Bedford Street to Broad Park Road, the 

path is still not passable with hedges not trimmed back. Clerk to speak with    Peter Guy Devon County Footpath Warden.
2) Cllr. Benson – FP 59 the sign is down by the marsh, there is a branch across the 
boardwalk, also the gate after the farm house is tied up with binder twine on the 
hinges. Clerk to speak with Peter Guy.

3) Cllr. Chapman – FP83 Tuckham Bridge where you go over the wooden stile to the road 
someone has altered the route and wired the stile off so you have to use the bridge 
across the stream thus diverting the path.

4) Cllr. Maycock – FP 11 this path failed due to the copse being very overgrown.

5) Cllr. Maycock – FP 24 there are brambles over the path at head height.

6) Cllr. Maycock – FP 27 the sign post is missing again at Little Gawton end of this path.

7) Cllr. Martin – FP 43 possibly a tree down on this path.

8) Cllr. Benson – FP 49 the stiles on this path are not doggy friendly, can we have both stiles 
replaced with metal gates.

9) Cllr. Hanson – FP 35 consider building up eroded sides of path also re build steps.
224. Footpath Allocations.        
The Clerk confirmed that she had received the following inspection sheets from;

Cllr. Chapman, Cllr. Benson, Cllr. Maycock, Mr. Kim Smith, Cllr. Hanson and Dr. Harmsworth. Clerk to contact Cllr. Musgrave.
225. Lengthsman/Auxiliary Workman Duties. Community Road Warden Initiative.
Cllr. Benson stated that Jim Jeffries from Peter Tavy will be taking his Lengthman’s Course on 25th November and will be seeking work from other Parish Councils. Cllr. Chalcroft Chairman of Gulworthy has been in touch and is willing to set up a meeting with Mr. Jeffries, Cllr. Leithall and Cllr. Benson to attend. Cllr. Benson explained that the TAP grant for Gulworthy and Bere Ferrers Parish Council is for maintenance activities to prevent flooding etc.

We have yet to decide how we get anything done. Discussions took place, Cllr. Benson feels that whoever we take on we must develop a pro-forma to itemise the work undertaken to be able to claim the money back. Is this to be an ongoing programme or an emergency issue? Do we think it is appropriate that this Parish set up a scheme to do some of the work by trying to encourage volunteers? Cllr. Benson to compile an advert for Bere Link inviting volunteers. 
226. Review of Snow Wardens.

Cllr Maycock has as yet not been contacted by Mr. Griffiths D.C.C re Snow Warden contacts. We have 12 Snow Wardens and by the Met Office we may be in for more snow this year. If any new Councillors would like to join, Cllr. Maycock will distribute the grit. Cllr. Benson stated we are lucky in this Parish because we have two railway stations which County are obliged to grit between both.

227. Review any issues with sandbags.
Cllr. Benson informed new members that there are sandbags and a supply of sand in the Cemetery so that if any parishioner calls a Councillor to get hold of sandbags they can help with the problem.

228. Correspondence.

1) Devon Countryside Access Forum – Annual Report 2014-15 if anyone is interested in applying to be a member of the Forum please let Hilary Winter know and she will send out an application form shortly.
Forum Officer, County Hall Exeter. Clerk to circulate to Councillors.
229. Items for next Agenda.

1) Path Allocations.

2) Community Road Warden Initiative.

3) Lengthsman TAP Funding way forward.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
Dated this 30th day of October 2015.    
Signed by the Chairman…………………………………….

