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Bere Ferrers Parish Council
At a meeting of the Bere Ferrers Parish Council held in the Council Chamber, Bere Alston on Tuesday 31st May 2016. 
Present     
                                     Cllr. R. Leithall                             Chairman of Council     
                                     Cllr. M. Benson                             Cllr. R. Maycock          



 Cllr. D.M.A. Chapman                  Cllr. S. Munn    
                                   
Cllr. P. Dennis           

       Cllr. D. Pengelly

 



Cllr. S. Hanson           

        Cllr. G. R. Reed
                                    Cllr. B. Lamb     
        
606. Apologies.
Apologies were received from Cllr. Piper due to business and Cllr. Boot-Handford due to a prior engagement.
607. Chairman's Report.
After our last month’s “Annual General” and subsequent “Special Full Council” meetings, the routine business of Council has resumed, having re-established Council Officers, special delegates, and membership to the four Council Committees (Finance & General Purposes, Footpaths & Environment, Open Spaces, Plans). The 3 month Calendar of meetings has been updated and circulated.
For the new 2016/2017 Council year the BFPC website “Council and Committees” entry has been updated to give:-
· The Members of Council (12 identified out of 13 positions, because yet to fill vacancy for a co-opted Member)
· The Officers & Committees for 2016/2017
A short summary of special non-routine Council activities progressed in the last month include:-
1) The Road Equipment Group have continued work, facilitating development of the Road Warden scheme by finalising plans for purchase of tools and trailer and covered storage, using the TAP funding budget already approved for this purpose
2) Requirements reviewed for a formal agreement between Council and BARP to facilitate objective of raising funds to be used to update and improve the equipment and layout for the Bere Alston Children’s Playpark located within the Bere Alston Recreation Ground 
3) Finalising the detail arrangements for undertaking recording the Bere Alston Defibrillator monthly inspections, to maintain valid certificate of registration with South West Ambulance.
4) Approving action to “spring clean” the Bere Alston toilets.
5) Preparing for a next Plans Committee meeting which will include determining comments concerning a proposed housing development in Bere Ferrers
6) Progress to evaluate potential sites for Air Ambulance landing day and night. Mr. Toby Russel (Community Helipads Development Officer) has offered to look at potential sites before coming on to meet and talk to Parish Council. The suggested preferred date for this is 28th June.
608. Items of interest at the discretion of the Chairman. No action can be taken on these items.
1) Cllr. Chapman – the visibility splays at the road junctions around the parish are very bad, they need 


        cutting back.
2a) Cllr. Lamb – the Naval Bomb Disposal Squad were in the village last week, someone in Station Road 


   dug up a hand grenade.
 b) Cllr. Lamb - a member of the public reported that the skip in the Dog Exercise Field smells badly, could 


  our workman put a layer of shillet over the dog waste.
 c) Cllr. Lamb – regarding the Emergency Plan booklet it is in a sorry state and badly needs updating. Cllr. 


  Benson did say he would do it once the Neighbourhood Plan is finished, perhaps someone 


  would take it up. Cllr, Benson is prepared to update it.
d) Cllr. Lamb – would like to thank the Council for putting his name forward to attend the Royal Garden 
Party, it was a wonderful experience and both he and his wife had a super day and met lots   of lovely people.
3) Cllr. Reed – important events coming up next weekend, the Weir Quay Sailing Club celebrates its 50th 
Year of Foundation with a party for members. The following week is the Hub Club official opening of the boat marina.
4) Cllr. Benson – Councillors may not be aware that there has been a head on collision outside of Crowndale 
tip whilst negotiating queued traffic. Cllr. Benson has spoken to Cllr. Sanders and Cllr. Sallis over possible extra warning signage as this is a hazard area with people queuing to go into the tip. This Council needs to write to Devon County and ask what they can do about the problem; perhaps they could look at a scheme to accommodate the traffic on site.
5) Cllr. Munn – has spoken to Ruth Charlton regards the Bere Ferrers Defibrillator and the monthly checks,
Christine Poole carries these out and will email Council to report that they have been sent to   the SW Ambulance Service.
6a) Cllr. Dennis – the other day there were 8 cars queued on the road into the tip at Crowndale, there should 


     be some way to alleviate this problem.
  b) Cllr. Dennis – I would also like to agree with Cllr. Chapman the visibility splay at Quarry is extremely 


      bad.
  c) Cllr. Dennis – the water tap at the Cemetery has still not been repaired. Cllr. Pengelly has been up there 


      today and it is now working.
609. To approve the minutes of Full Council meeting held on the 29th April as a true record and taken
        as read.
Cllr. Reed proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Cllr. Benson.
Matters Arising.
Minute 546(1) – the Clerk contacted our webmaster Mr. Slaughter who stated Facebook can be linked to the 


   webpage but did say it needs keeping up to date.
Minute 546(3) – Cllr. Munn- the Bere Ferrers Theatre Group do not wish to continue with the idea of renting 


   the barn, they have been offered alternative accommodation.






SO RESOLVED
610. To approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 3rd of May as a true record  
        and taken as read.
Cllr. Lamb proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Cllr. Maycock.
SO RESOLVED
611. To approve the minutes of the Special Full Council meeting held on the 3rd May as a true record 
        and taken as read.
Cllr. Lamb proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Cllr. Dennis.
SO RESOLVED
612. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Open Spaces meeting held on the 10th May and taken as 
        read, to deal with matters arising.
Cllr. Maycock proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
Matters Arising.
Minute 577(513) Cycle Track Bere Ferrers – Cllr. Munn stated there would not be a Villagers Group 


    meeting until the end of June, it would be brought up then.
Minute 515 Fence posts The Down play park – the Clerk explained that the existing posts were cemented in.
The workman has looked at them and he felt the best solution would be to concrete the new ones in beside the existing ones, transfer the strainer wire and then cut off old post. Discussions took place, it was agreed to go ahead.
Cllr. Maycock proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Cllr. Dennis.






SO RESOLVED
613. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Plans meeting held on the 17th May and taken as read, 
        to deal with matters arising.
Cllr. Reed proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Cllr. Chapman.
Cllr. Benson proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Cllr. Maycock.






SO RESOLVED
614. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes meeting held on 17th 
        May and taken as read, to deal with matters arising.
Cllr. Benson proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
Matters Arising.
Minute 593 – the state of the Bere Alston War Memorial – Cllr. Benson took some photographs and 
forwarded then to the Clerk. The Clerk has inspected the memorial and feels the green algae is due to all the rain we have had. Regards the dark stain mark on the front memorial plaque the Clerk has contacted the company that cleaned it.

Minute 598 – Cllr. Dennis was asked if Beregen receive a copy of the properties inspection, yes they do. 
There is a meeting with the Trustees on Monday week to discuss these issues but it all comes down to funding.
Minute 601 – Cllr. Lamb asked if there has been any progress with the training course for the defibrillator. 


The Clerk reported that Richard Walk would run another course for us.
Cllr. Benson proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Cllr. Munn.






SO RESOLVED
615. Internal Audit to be undertaken by Cllr. Maycock and Cllr. Munn.
Cllr. Maycock reported that they took random samples of income and outgoing and checked for the audit trail, all was found satisfactory.
616. Report by Cllr. Lamb on Parish Road Equipment Group.
Cllr. Lamb stated this first came up last September; it started with 5 Councils and we are now down to 3, Gulworthy, Dartmoor Forest and ourselves. It’s great that Cllr. Maycock stepped into this scheme with his new Chapter 8 qualifications; we do not know how this is going to develop.
The storage container is the next step, this will be in the Dog Exercise Field, and it is being purchased from Tamar Valley Transport Ltd. Work to be undertaken – we need to hire a mini digger and also wish to go ahead and place the order for the storage container. Once we have all the machinery we need to set up a publicity event to hopefully encourage volunteers to join.
Cllr. David Worth from Dartmoor Forest was pleased with the agreement and they will be staying in the group and it was being taken to their Council for signing.
The Road Strategy Group could possibly become one with Parish Road Equipment Group.
Cllr. Leithall wished to thank Cllr. Lamb for all the work on this scheme. Cllr. Lamb thought it might be possible that they need a sum of £100 to prepare the site. Cllr. Lamb proposed that Council grant the sum of £100 for site work, seconded by Cllr. Benson.
617. Report by Cllr. Benson on West Devon Borough Council.
            At West Devon’s AGM Cllr Cloke stood down as Mayor with Cllr Sheldon being created Mayor, with Cllr Moody becoming deputy Mayor. Cllr Sanders being retained as Leader and becoming Chair of Planning and Licensing. Cllr Sellis has become Chair of External Overview & Scrutiny and Cllr Musgrave remaining as Chair of Internal Overview & Scrutiny.
           Members attended a briefing by Civica the provider of IT infrastructure including the Planning Portal .They admitted to failures in the systems but said they were working hard to provide solutions. The portal itself is operating much better now. They also provided a timetable for the introduction of addition systems.
           Officers are working hard on the development of the Joint Local Plan with South Hams & Plymouth. This will replace Our Plan although hopefully much of the data gathered in compiling Our Plan can be retained in the JLP. The reason for this change is the government’s requirement for duty to cooperate by adjoining councils. A public consultation should take place this summer.
 Follow up by Cllr. Philip Sanders West Devon Borough Council.
Cllr. Sanders has intervened on the major problem of Crowndale tip, with the continuous closing and causing traffic to queue on the road. It did seem to improve the situation by getting the team to clean in the mornings. Council to write to Cllr. Roger Crow Cabinet Member and address Council’s concerns and ask them to consider a solution with either hazard warning lights or possibly creating a layby so cars can pull off the road.
Cllr. Sanders said the Joint Local Plan deals with houses and employment it does not replace ‘Our Plan’.
There is clear evidence that West Devon have worked with South Hams, but Plymouth City have changed Councils and that means we have to re-do the work again and there could be a need for additional sites.
Cllr. Sanders stated the Neighbourhood Plan does not have to be subservient to the Local Plan.
Cllr. Sanders informed Council that West Devon are discussing setting up a local Authority Controlled Company instead of out sourcing we may set up a local company and sell ourselves to other Councils.
619. Correspondence.
1) Police Report from PCSO Greenwood;
     Crime Stats from 21st April to 29th April,
     2 x Use of Threatening Words – one of which is linked to on- going neighbourhood issue which has been    
     Rumbling on for 15+ years!!!
     1 x Common Assault – Domestic Related
     3 x Criminal Damages – one of which is linked to the Use of Threatening Words Crime as above.
     1 x Alleged ABH
 
That is all the recorded crimes for the Bere Peninsula.
 
2) DCC Highways – Temporary road closure Tuesday 16th August Station Road Bere Ferrers to Footpath 87
          Bere Ferrers to enable examination OD Underbridge.
3) Police and Crime Commissioner – Alison Hernandez – Monthly Report.
4) DALC – May Newsletter.
5) Great Western Railway Mark Hopwood;
Invitation to apply for GWR’s Customer and Communities Improvement Fund
Last year we had an amazing response to our Customer and Communities Improvement Fund (CCIF) with bids totalling well over £8million from groups and organisations across our network.  Work is currently underway for many of the 41 schemes we funded and we look forward to seeing the great benefits those projects bring to the communities we serve across England and Wales.
We would now like to invite ideas and bids for projects that will start in April 2017. This year’s applications will be made by an easy to follow online application form, supported by a guidance booklet. You can review the booklet and apply for funding on www.gwr.com/CCIF
6) The Clerk asked for payment of the following A/C
a) Cllr. Maycock –travel expenses Container purchase, Chapter 8 training 
 £128.77      
b) Devon County Council- Allotment Rent 2015-16 and Ladyday 2016 
 £900.00
c) Countrywide Farmers-2 padlocks, but hinges, gloves


  £30.26
d) Travis Perkins Ltd- Safety goggles Chapter 8 training 


  £12 .00   
      e)   Jewsons Ltd – Hi Vis coat, trousers and helmet Chapter 8 course

   £69.79
Cllr. Benson proposed payment, seconded by Cllr. Reed.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members and members of the public for attending and closed the meeting at 8.47pm.
Signed this 28th June 2016.
Chairman………………………………..
