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BERE FERRERS PARISH COUNCIL
              At a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston   
              on Tuesday 6th October 2015.
Present  
                                
Cllr. R. Maycock

Chairman   

Cllr. R. Leithall

Chairman of Council
                                  
Cllr. H. Boot-Handford    Cllr. D. Pengelly
                                   
Cllr. S. Munn

Cllr. R. Piper


215. Apologies.

Apologies were received from Cllr. Dennis due to holidays.
216. Items of Interest at the discretion of the Chairman, no decisions can be made on any 
  of these items.
1. Cllr. Boot-Handford – has had an email from BARP (Bere Alston Recreation Parks) regarding questions from the Charity Commission, as the group is seeking Charity Commission Status.
There are two questions as follows:-
5)  If the organisation will not have any legal interest in any of the play areas it will be 
improving, what steps will the trustees take to ensure that agreements are entered into with 
the landowners to ensure that the investment of charitable funds in improving the facilities is 
adequately protected? It is vitally important that if you will be using charitable funds to 
improve land that is owned by somebody else (for example a Council), that you have 
agreements in place to ensure that if the landowner neglects their duty to maintain the play 
area to an acceptable standard, reclaims the land for their own purposes and/or ceases to 
make the facility available to the public, the value of the assets (less depreciation) 
representing investment of the charitable funds obtained for the purposes of improving the 
community play area would be repaid to the charity. The funds obtained could then be 
applied in furthering the aims of the organisation and would not be lost to the community. 
 
6)  You have referred in your application to consulting the Parish Council to develop 
priorities. We require evidence that the proposed charity will be independent from any Local 
Authorities with which it has contact and that its trustees’ discretion to operate the charity 
independently and autonomously will be preserved.  We will need to be satisfied of this 
before we could invite registration. Consideration of the independence of  charities from the 
local authority is a key issue in cases where organisations are undertaking services 
previously provided by a local authority. 
The Clerk suggested that we seek advice from D.A.L.C. this was agreed.
217.  Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 16th September, to deal with 
        matters arising.
Matters Arising.
Minute169 (115[1]) – Cllr. Lamb asked if there was any progress on the registration of the shared 
 mower. The Clerk has contacted the Chairman of Horrabridge Parish Council.
Minute 169(166[65]) – Reference TAP funding for Lengthsman – Chairman has been in contact

 with the Chairman of Gulworthy who stated that Jim Jeffries of Peter Tavy is taking 
his Lengthman’s course on 25th November and will be actively seeking work from 
local parish councils. Jim Chalcroft (Chairman of Gulworthy) will try to arrange a 
meeting with him, would this Council like to attend?
Minute 169(121) – We have one Allotment number 2 at Bere Ferrers vacant. When people go to 
view it they do not want it because it is in the shade of the Social Club.
Minute 169[125] – All allotment agreements have now been signed and returned.
Minute 171(1) – Clerk informed Mr. Westlake and received a reply stating ‘Good news on the 


works in the referee’s room. We will act on this as soon as money and time 
available.’
        2) – Vegetation has been removed from the rear of the Pavilion.
        3) – The Clerk is actively seeking quotes for re-roofing the Pavilion.
        4) – The hand rail has been replaced.
                   6) – Routine Safety Inspection, the rubber mat under swings at The Down play area.


     Mark does not think a Hilti would do the job of fixing securely, he thinks it should 


     be drilled and bolted, he will investigate.
Minute 177(c) - The Clerk received the information on signs required in the play parks from Cllr. 


  Pengelly. Discussions took place on the wording and size of the sign, Clerk to 


  obtain prices. Clerk to contact Bere Ferrers Villagers regarding sign for the Bere 


  Ferrers Park.
       d) – Replacement bin at The Down play area. It was felt this bin needed replacing as 


     the rubbish falls through the existing one. Cost to be sought for a bin.
        f) – The damaged planks on the picnic table have all been removed and replaced.
Cllr. Piper did point out that if the persons undertaking the play park inspections were not able to do so they must ring around and ask someone else to do the inspection as it is important.
218.  Financial Statements.
The Clerk circulated the financial statements for Recreation and Cemetery.
Recreation – after discussions Cllr. Boot-Handford proposed acceptance of the statements, seconded by Cllr. Piper.
Cemetery – after discussions Cllr. Piper proposed acceptance of the statements, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
219. Compost Toilets for Bere Ferrers Recreation Field (Bere Ferrers Villagers Association).
The Clerk had received the necessary information from Tricia Kent, the Clerk then proceeded to obtain costings from three companies, only two replied:-
1. Freerange Designs for 1 disabled unit        £3,783.34 inclusive of vat and delivery.
2. NatSol                                                          £6,250.00 exclusive of Vat and delivery.         
 After discussions Cllr. Pengelly proposed that we accept the quote from Freerange Designs, seconded by Cllr. Boot-Handford, all agreed.
220. Report on Sub-committee progress.
Cllr. Boot-Handford reported that at a meeting held on September 21st, the following choices were agreed on. 
· Somebody or a committee of somebodies takes the project forward using the material already worked on.
· Parish Council will carry on with their ‘make do and mend’ for as long as possible with the likelihood that the Pavilion will have to be demolished for safety reasons in no longer than 3 
years.
· Football Club takes on the Pavilion as it stands on a 25(or so) year’s lease and would then be free to do what they wished to it – possibly rebuild.
Everyone on the committee has had a copy of these and we will meet on Monday, October 26th to make a decision.
Cllr. Boot-Handford felt we should think of precepting for more major works.
221. Report from Bere Alston Recreation Parks Community Group.
Cllr. Pengelly stated they have had a reply back from the Charity Commission with more questions to answer. The group has raised nearly £1,000, the launch was a success and they hope to continue with fundraising ideas.
222. Review of Cemetery Charges.
Cllr. Leithall stated that the true costing of the Cemetery is the maintenance.
Cllr. Maycock proposed that interment fees increase by £20 from £120 to £140 for a resident and from £240 to £260 for a non-resident.
For interment of a person whose age did not exceed 18 at the time of death to increase by £10 from £60 to £70 for resident and £120 to £130 for non-resident.
For interment of cremated remains this to increase by £10 from £60 to £70 for resident £120 to £130 for non-resident.
Fee for further interments to increase by £10 from £60 to £70 for a resident and £120 to £130 for a non-resident.
For the scattering of cremated remains in Garden of Remembrance this to increase by £5 from £40 to £45 for resident and £80 to £85 for non-resident.
Purchase of grave burial plot to increase by £20 from £200 to £220 for resident and £400 to £420 for non-resident.
Purchase of cremation plot to increase by £20 from £160 to £180 for resident and £320 to £340 for non-resident.
Cllr. Maycock proposed acceptance of the increases which will take effect from 2nd January 2016, seconded by Cllr. Piper.
223. Routine Safety inspection reports for the Parish recreation and play parks.
a) Cllr. Boot-Handford inspected Sarah Park and The Down. Sarah Park – Bark Chip very water logged, rope bridge ropes uneven.
The Down – Bark Chip soggy, matting under swings job in progress, picnic table looks really good.
b) Cllr. Munn inspected Bere Ferrers Recreation Park- no problems were found with the equipment. The zip slide is up and running, there is still money available for further repairs, such as the fencing posts. Possibly in the future the seat and pulley will be replaced.
The Bere Ferrers Group reported that the brambles on one side of the bank of the football pitch have been sprayed but the brambles on the inside bank were left as they were 
covered in fruit. Some clearing has been done on the bird hide slope, and more clearing will take place in the marsh area.
The Scout Leader will programme in another work party in the Autumn/Winter.
Damage has been done to the chess table, tiles prised off and replacements are being sought. BMX track needs tidying up.
Waste bins- who is responsible for emptying? The Clerk stated that most bins are emptied by Council but the new one on the zip slide was going to be the responsibility of the Villagers, but when it is full Council do empty it.
There is a problem regards the gates on the play park, the hinge area needs a larger gap. Cllr. Leithall agreed with this, as the Council has recently had information of an accident caused by gate hinges. Inform the Villagers Group.
224. Monthly Inspection of Allotments Bere Alston & Bere Ferrers.
a) Cllr. Maycock – inspected Bere Alston and general standard is good. Plot R (o) 12 old site, polytunnel is full of weeds and shed is not safe, letter to occupant to remedy this, also plots 2 and 3 right outer new site does not seem to be being worked.
b) Cllr. Munn – inspected Bere Ferrers allotments. The allotment situation is now being sorted and all relevant parties have paid their subscription, the hens have done a good job on the vacant allotments by keeping the grass down.
c) The Clerk reminded committee that it is again time to present the Wager Cup. Cllr. Maycock felt Mr. Moody plot 1 left new should receive it for this year.
d) The Clerk reported that we have one plot available at Bere Ferrers but no one wants it as it is in the shade of the Social Club. Possibly split plot and let as two or ask the lady with the chickens if she would like to use it for a nominal fee until April?
225. Proposals from committee for agenda items for next month.
1) Precept.    
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and closed the meeting at 9-40pm.
Signed this 27th October 2015.            
Chairman…………………………….
