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Bere Ferrers Parish Council
At a meeting of the Plans Committee held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston on Tuesday 15th January 2012
Present            
                                      Mr. B. Lamb                     Chairman



  Mrs. H. Boot-Handford   Chairman of Council
                 

  Mr M. Benson
                          Mrs D.M.A. Chapman



  Mr. P. Dennis



  Mr R. Piper
                                      Mrs Rogers
833.  Items of Urgent Business at the discretion of the Chairman.
(1)
 Mr. Benson As a Point of interest there will be no Boundary Changes in the foreseeable future.
(2) Mr. Dennis (a) Pot Holes in this village are getting bad. The Clerk has informed Devon County
 
  

Highways who have also carried out an inspection.



 (b)asked if Council could look into the building going up at West View 


Residential Home. Mrs Boot-Handford stated that this had come as an application to 

Planning.
(3) Mr. Lamb had attended a West Devon Council meeting where he saw sight of some minutes 
which stated that future site meetings will allow applicants and applicants’ agents to attend, also 
members of the public. Mr. Benson questioned members of the public being able to attend.
834.   To deal with Planning Applications for comment. Interested parties are invited to comment on     
         Applications they have an interest in before a decision is made, at the discretion of the Chairman.
 03310/2012
Mr. G. Moss.
                        Listed Building application for conversion of existing building to provide extra residential accommodation at The Count House, Tamar Union Smelting Works, Weir Quay, Bere Alston.
COMMENTS  Council feels West Devon should seek clarification on the application as in the Design & Access Statement, it states in the second paragraph that it is intended to use as overspill family and visitor accommodation and occasional holiday let.

Council feels it is not able to make a decision because of this paragraph, surely this would be a separate application for holiday letting.
03311/2012     Ms. B. Poynton
Removal of condition 3 of application 3017/WC/70 to remove agricultural occupancy restriction at Robinswood, Bere Alston.
COMMENTS   Support the proposal for the following reasons: but would point out that this Council is reluctant to lift agricultural ties, but has agreed to support this application. This is an exceptional circumstance rather than a rule, because of the agricultural work premises closing.
03326/2012
Mr. P. Gentle

Removal of condition 3 of application 4045/2003/TAV to allow full residential use of Silver Barn, Hewton House, Bere Alston.
COMMENTS  Support this proposal for the following reasons: Council are concerned that this could set a precedent. Growth of holiday lets is an issue that Local Authorities need to be aware of.
3353/2012
Dr. Z. Kumpel
Conversion of existing barn to holiday let at Cleave Farm, Weir Quay, Bere Alston.
COMMENTS  Council have been informed that wheel chair access is not available to this property. The development line is totally misleading, also concern about flood risk to lower ground floor. This is an Historical Asset.
835.
To take note of any Planning Applications noted after consideration by the Borough.
01994/2011
Mr. R. Page
Erection of 2 dwellings and associated works at 9 Drakes Park Bere Alston.
Conditional Consent
03306/2012
Mr. P. Wyatt

Application to carry out works to trees under Tree Preservation Order for the reduction of a mature 
Eucalyptus at 28 Alexandra Drive adjoining the property at 77 Bedford Street, Bere Alston- together 
with the complete removal of 2 primary limbs growing from a union at 2m in the direction of 77 
Bedford Street, at 28 Alexandra Drive, Bere Alston.

Conditional Consent.
03164/2012 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Chapman

Listed building application for repairs to cart shed. At Bere Barton, Fore Street, Bere Ferrers.

Conditional Consent.
03168/2012 Mr. & Mrs. C. Jeffery

Householder application for the erection of side and rear extensions and creation of 2 vehicular 
parking spaces including access, at Nesdon, Station Road, Bere Ferrers.

Refusal.
836. Correspondence
 1. W.D.B.C. 
“Council to lobby Government over planning proposals.
Controversial plans to relax the rules so homeowners can build bigger extensions without the need for planning permission are being opposed by West Devon Borough Council.
The Local Authority is also writing to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government Eric Pickles about its concerns regarding changes which could affect the number of affordable homes developers have to include when they build new communities.
Cllr Alison Clish-Green, who put forward the motion, told councillors “Thousands of home extensions which were previously blocked because they were unsightly, out of character with a local area or invaded neighbours’ privacy, may now go ahead unimpeded under these proposed plans to extend permitted development rights”.
“This proposal could result in inappropriate developments and contribute to issues like the loss of garden space, flood risk and ecological damage.”

“This flies in the face of localism, taking decision-making away from the local authority.”
She added:” We believe that local people, through their democratically elected local authorities, are the most suitable judge of what development is acceptable in an area and the suitable level of contributions that developers need to make.”
West Devon councillors welcomed other parts of the Government National Planning Policy Framework including plans for £300 million to provide 15,000 affordable homes across the country and an extension of the refurbishment programme to bring an extra 5,000 empty homes back into use.   
There being no further business the Chairman thank members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8.03pm.
Signed this 29th January 2013.
Chairman………………...
